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an integrated world economy would
benefit America. He stuck to his agen-
da.

“The points he made, however con-
summate the delivery, were unmistak-
ably real in his mind and heart, an
American creed: Defend your country,
value your family, make something of
yourself, tell government to get off
your back, tell the tyrants to watch
their step. Ronald Reagan conveyed
simple truths that were especially wel-
come because ‘nowadays everything
seems so complicated.” What he said
ran deep and wide among the people.

‘“Reagan as president was a Repub-
lican, a conservative, a man of the
right. But these labels will mislead his-
torians who do not see beyond them,
for Americans could see some of Ron-
ald Reagan in themselves. You couldn’t
figure him out like a fact, because to
Reagan, the main fact was a vision. He
came from the heartland of the coun-
try, where people could be down-to-
earth, yet feel the sky is the limit, not
ashamed of or cynical about the Amer-
ican dream.

‘“Not far from Ronald Reagan’s small
town of Dixon, Illinois, is Jane Ad-
dams’ small town of Cedarville; not far
from Cedarville is Ulysses Grant’s
small town of Galena. And not far from
Galena is Carl Sandburg’s Galesburg.
Reagan had something of them all: His
heart going out to the people; his will
ready to fight for the country; his
voice able to move the nation. And, as
Carl Sandburg wrote it, ‘The republic
is a dream. Nothing happens unless
first a dream.’”’

———
TRIBUTE TO RONALD REAGAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 20, 2004, the gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. RYUN) is recognized during morn-
ing hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
there are few leaders who we can look
to who truly embody the characteris-
tics of what a leader should be. Ronald
Reagan embodied them all.

He was a man of principle; he was a
man of action. Unlike many who just
talk about their convictions, he was a
man who acted upon them. As a man of
deep faith, he brought conviction to
the presidency, knowing what he be-
lieved and why he believed it. Yes, he
was ‘‘Mr. President;”’ and indeed a role
model, a man of conviction and cour-
age.

He once said, ‘“A leader, once con-
vinced a particular course of action is
the right one, must have the deter-
mination to stick with it and be un-
daunted when the going gets rough.”

It was this conviction and courage
that enabled him to lead the world out
of the Cold War into an age when com-
munism no longer thrived. As he put it,
“We did not seek the role of leadership
that has been thrust upon us. But
whether we like it or not, the events of
our time demand America’s participa-
tion.”
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My wife Anne and I had the privilege
of meeting President Reagan at the
White House for a St. Patrick’s Day
event in 1982. As we chatted for a few
minutes, I remember being in the pres-
ence of someone great. I told him that
we were praying for him. He shook my
hand, and in a genuine, soft-spoken
voice, he thanked us.

His convictions guided him on social
issues as well. In 1983, on the tenth an-
niversary of Roe v. Wade, he wrote a 9
page article to the American people
laying out his opposition to the abomi-
nable practice of abortion. In it he
wrote:

“We cannot thrive as a free nation
when some men decide that others are
not fit to live and should be abandoned
to abortion and infanticide. My admin-
istration is dedicated to the preserva-
tion of America as a free land, and
there is no cause more important for
preserving that freedom than affirming
the transcendent right to life of all
human beings, the right without which
no other rights have any meaning.”

Our founders believed in the idea of
America. It was an idea of freedom and
justice for all. Reagan believed in
America, and, more significantly, he
believed in the American people. Rath-
er than simply imposing his principles
upon others, he redefined the main-
stream by giving them something to
believe in. It was this quality of prin-
cipled, caring leadership that inspired
many, including me, to act upon our
convictions, believing that the Amer-
ican way was just and right.

As we mourn the passing of our 40th
President, we must not allow his leg-
acy to die with him. His legacy is a
continued belief in the idea of America.
To carry it on, we must not only look
to what has been, but we must look for-
ward to what will be. Because of the
work of Ronald Reagan, the idea has
prevailed. It is up to us to ensure that
we continue his optimism for the fu-
ture. President Reagan left us a legacy
to uphold.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 41
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the SPEAKER
pro tempore (Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin) at
2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Reverend John Boyles, National
Capital Presbytery, Washington, D.C.,
offered the following prayer:

O Lord God, we come before You on
this day to ask that You would be with
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all here today as servants of Your will,
and that of this Nation’s people, in giv-
ing honor for service to country, this
land of the free. And strengthen all
here today in the work of this body, to
establish steadfast and righteous rules
of law to guide and direct the way of
this Nation.

O Lord God, that here would be fron-
tiers of freedom just as there were in
foreign fields on beachheads of libera-
tion which are remembered and hon-
ored in these days.

O Lord God, before You, and gathered
here, we are met to lift up to You and
remember those who have given of
themselves in highest service to this
Nation. O Lord, You have been our
dwelling place in all generations and
now this House, this Chamber would
prepare to receive under its dome, a
hallowed place of honor for one who
served as highest leader of this Nation.
Prepare here now, O Lord, those assem-
bled to give honor for service and dedi-
cation to America of Ronald Reagan,
that in honoring his service, that the
service to Nation given by those here
in this House might be rededicated and
strengthened; that in honoring the
grace and goodness of a man who
served his Nation’s people, that all
here would be renewed in their dedica-
tion to the good of all, and the building
up of all, and even then knowing, be-
fore You, O God, that if this earthly
house of a tabernacle were desolved
that there is a building of God, a house
not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. May you, O God, bless the
work of our hands here today. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WOLF led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:
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